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Preface 

Mimnennus has never had a full edition to himself in any language, the 
dosest thing still being N. Bach's Mimnermi Colophonii carminum quae 
supersunt with its epimetrum ad Solonem poetam, published almost one hun
dred and seventy years ago. This Text and Commentary then might be said to 
fill a gap. 

Anybody who has worked on the texts of the early Ionian elegists in the 
past fifteen years or so must confess indebtedness to the editorial expertise of 
M.L. West, Iambi et Elegi Graeci (1971-72) and B. Gentili & C. Prato, Poetae 
Elegiaci (1977/19882). Let me add, however, that while I have found both of 
those editions to be extremely useful, I have kept as dose as possible to the 
numbering of Mimnermus' fragments employed by West, who followed Bergk. 
Since I suppose that Minmermus' Nanno, in two Alexandrian book-rolls, con
tained all of our surviving fragments, I have feIt no need to group together those 
fragments which are said specifically to come from Nanno, and then to 
speculate on the placement of the rest; in short, the complicated re-numbering 
of the fragments offered by Gentili-Prato seems to me to be without good 
justification. 

On practical maUers, I may note that scholarly editions are cited usually 
by editors' names only and other scholarly works by years of publication, with 
full references for both in the Bibliography. Abbreviations are largely con
ventional or fairly obvious (so, e.g., F = fragment, T = testimonium, H.h. = 
Homeric hymn). Unless printed otherwise, all ancient dates are B.e. 

I am grateful to Prof. D.E. Gerber and Prof. R. Hamilton who read an 
earlier draft of my manuscript and offered a number of helpful suggestions. I 
should also like to thank Prof. P. Steinmetz and Prof. O. Lendle for accepting 
the work for publicarion in their Palingenesia series, and Diane E. Smith, 
Scholarly Typesetter, who prepared the camera-ready copy. And, finally, to 
Dr. G. Huxley, my dedicatee, I offer a special note of thanks. He introduced 
me to Mimnermus et al. when I was a student at Queen's, Belfast, patiently 
supervised my initial researches into fragmentary texts (diss. Belfast 1970), and 
has been a firm friend across Ocean' s streams ever since. 

Washington, D.e. 
& University Park, 
Pennsylvania 

January 1993 





TESTIMONIA FOR MIMNERMUS' LIFE AND WORK 

The most comprehensive co11ection of Mirnnerman testimonia is that of 
Szadeczky-Kardoss 1959 (= S-K). It numbers 100 items, including the poetical 
fragments, a11 arranged in chronological order, from the Archaic age to the 
Medieval period. Its large total is to be explained, however, by the device of 
double and even tripie listings, and by the inclusion of dubia and spuria; for a 
stiff review, see A.P. Burnett, CP 56 (1961) 264 ff. 

The Gentili-Prato co11ection (= G-P), with 22 items, is much more man
ageable and useful and serves as a model for the present compilation. Thus Tl 
- T3 have to do with dates and facts; T4 - TlO contain possible fact and probable 
fancy about Mirnnermus' work; Tll - Tl7 are concerned with bis reputation in 
antiquity and beyond; and Tl8 - T23, corresponding closely to 17-22 G-P, 
preserve various assertions about Mimnermus and the elegiac metre. 

The testimonia are presented here without critical notes; textual problems 
will be considered infra. 

1(1 G-P; 77 S-K) 
Suda s.v. M illvepll0<; (ITI 397, no. 1077 Adler) 

Atyup-ruuoou, KoA.oqxOvtO<; 11 Lllupveiio<; 11 'Aem>1tcxAcm:l><;, 
v..eyet01tot6<;. ,,/qove O· bet 'til<; A~' 'OAU!!1ttUOO<;, cix; 1tpCYtepe6etv 'trov 
~' aO<pCOv. 'ttvE<; OE cxu'tOt<; KCXt aunpovEtv Aqouatv. €KcxAet'tO OE KCXt 
AtYUCXta'tu&,<; Ota. 'tO €!!1lfAf.<; KCXt At'yl>. eypcx'l'e ßtßAicx t 'tcx1hcx 
1tOAAa. 

2 (4 G-P; 27 S-K) 
Strabo 14.643 

ävope<; O· qEvOV'tO KOAoqxOVtot 'trov IlVl1JlOveoOJlEvCOV MiJlvepJlO<;, 
CXUATrrf1<; ällcx KCXt 1tOtlltTt<; €'Aeydcx<;. 

3 (6 G-P) 
Ael. Herodianus. Kcx8oAtKi, ITpoacototcx, Cod. Vindob. Rist. gr. 10 F 1" (ed. 
H. Hunger, Jahrb. d. öster. byzant. Gesellschaft 16 [1967] 20) 

KOAcxproVtCXK6<; ... MtJlv€pJlOU 'tou KOAO<p<OVtCXKOU 



4 Teslimonia 

4 (2 G-P; 5, 41 S-K) 
Hennesianax F 7.35-40 Powell (ap. Athen. 13.597a) 

Mif.l.vepf.l.o~ OE, 'tov Muv ö~ EÜpetO 1to')..).JJv av(l"tM~ 
~XOV Kat f.l.aA.aKOO 1tVeUf.I.' U1tO 1tEVtal1{'tpou, 

Kaieto f.l.Ev Nawou~, 1tOAu'Jn 0' mt 1tOANXKt A.oYcon 
1CVTlf.l.(09Et~ Krof.l.OU~ dXE aUv 'ESaJ.l.UTJt · 

t-riÖTJX9Ed Ö' 'EpJ.l.oßwv 'tOV ud ßapuv -riöE cI>EPEKA.TlV 
Ex9p6v, J.l.tmloa~ ot' UV€1t€J.l.\jftv rnr,. 

5 (3 G-P; 9, 84 S-K) 
Posidippus AP 12.168 (= 3086-93 Gow-Page) 

Nawou~ Kat AuÖTJ~ miXEt Mo, Kat t CPEPEKUO'tOU 
M tJ.l.v€pJ.l.OU . Kat 'too oc.Ocpp<Ovo~ 'Avn~xou· 

OUYX::EpCtOOV 'tov 1tEJ.l.1t'tOV EJ.l.OU, 'tov ö' ElC'tOV E!cao'tou, 
'HAt6ÖffiP " Et1tae;;, ö<me;; EPffiV lfruXtv· 

eßöo!!ov 'Hotoöou, 'tov Ö' Ö'yooov d1toV 'O!!TJPOU, 
'tov 0' Eva'tov MoU<Jrov, MVll!!ooUVlle;; oEKa'tov. 

!!w'tov t>11:EP XEtAOUe;; 1tio!!Ctt, KU1tpt, 't&Ma 0' ''Epffi't~ 
vi]cpov't ' oivm9€v't' oUxt A1TJV {ixaptv. 

6 (13 G-P; 8, 12,43 S-K) 
Alexander Aetol. F 5. 1-5 Powell (ap. Athen. 14.699b) 

ffi<; 'Aya90KA.tto~ Mmm CPPEvtc;; TlAaoav ESffi 
1ta'tpiöoe;;, upxaimv ~v 00' UvTlP 1tPOYOVffiV, 

doffi<; EK VEÜ'tT]'tOe;; ud Sdvototv O!!tAE'iV 
sE'ivoe;;·Mt!!v€p!!oU 0' Eie;; rno~ {iKPOV irov 

1tatoo!!avi]e;; Ev Epffi'tt 1tO't' ~v toov ... 

7 (7 G-P; 41 S-K) 
Athenaeus 13.597a 

1tapEAt1tOV OE Kat 'tf]V Mt!!VEP!!OU aUATJ'tpioa Nawro Kat 'tf]v 
'Ep!!TJotavalC'to~ 'too KOAocpffiViou Arovnov. 

8 (5 G-P; 3, 33 S-K) 
Ps. Plut. De musica 8 (= Hipponax F 146 Degani, F 153 West) 

ICat äMoe;; 0' EO'ttV upxa'ioe;; VO!!O~ KaAOUJ.l.€VO~ Kpaoia~, OV cpTJmv 
'I1t1t&vas MiJ.l.vepJ.l.Ov aUATlOat. Ev uPXTlt yap €AtyE'ia 
J.l.€J.l.tAo1tOtTJJ.l.Eva oi aUAmtoot ~toov. 
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9 (9 G-P; 46 S-K) 
Porphyrio ad Hor. Epist. 2.2.101 (Holder p. 399) 

Mimnemms duos libros <luculentibus> scripsit. 

10 (10 G-P; 10 S-K) 
Callimachus Aetia I F 1.9-12 Pfeiffer 

&lli Ka8&.LKet 
1tOJ AU 'tl]V J.l.aKpT)v oJ.l.1tVta E>roJ.l.<><pOpo[t;· 

'COlV oe] ~tV MiJ.l.vepJ.l.O~ ö'Ct YAUKU~, a Li Ka'Cu 4mov 
] • ''\ . S:' • 1S:'S:~): , . . . . .. T) J.l.C'Yal\.T) u OUK wtuu-:,e YUVT). 

10A (44 S-K) 
Schol. Flor (PSI XI [1935] No. 1219 F 1, 12-15) 

1tapa] 'Ci8etai 'Ce bv o(uY)Kpi(Jet 'Cu oAiyrov mi
X(rov) ov]'C(a) 1totftJ.l.a'Ca MtJ.l.vipJ.l.QU 'Cou Ko
M<pro]vioo Kat <l>t"-ha 'CoU KOHOU ßeA'Ciova 
'C(rov) 1tOA]UO'CtXrov au'C(rov) <P&OKroV etvat [ .... 

lOB (28 S-K) 
Schol. Lond. (P. Ut. Lond. [1927] No. 181, co!. II, 9-13) 

Tl'COt 1tOAU Ka8&.IKEt Tl 'C(ilv) 1tOAU J.l.UKp(ftV) I 
roioa~av ai Ka'Cu AE1t't(OV) I oUK roio(a~ev) i1 
J.l.EYaA(T) I Ae'(et ön YAUK(U~) b M{J.l.vepJ.l.o~ I 

11 (11 G-P; 22 S-K) 
Horace Epist. 2.2.99-101 

discedo Alcaeus puncto Ulius; ille meo quis? 
quis nisi Callimachus? si plus adposcere visus 
fit Mimnermus et optivo cognomine crescit. 

12 (12 G-P; 20 S-K) 
Propertius 1.9.11-12 

plus in amore valet Mimnermi versus Homero: 
carmina mansuetus lenia quaerit Amor. 

13 (14 G-P; 31 S-K) 
CIG II 2.3376 

5 



6 Testimonia 

'tfKVOt<;. nO(1tAt09 netprolvtO<; 'AXo.uco<; 'tEtJlT) lee\.<; \!fll<picsJlo.cstv KaI. I 
cs'te<p<lvw8d<; XPooflu)t cs'tapWWt U1tO -yepoulcsio.<;, VfwV MtJlvepJl€iou, I 
1to.toeu'trov CSUVOÖOu' 'AXo.tKe xo.tpe 

14 (13a [Addenda, p. 246] G-P; 29 S-K) 
Apollonius Tyaneus, Epist. 71 Penella 

Ko.A..ro<; oi>oe 'tOt<; 'tcl<püt<; eKetvOt oexOtv't' ö.v ä'te o.-yviO'to.<; o.{)'tOt<; 
-YeYOJlEvOU<;, er -Yf.. 1tP6'tepov 'hpffirov ~v OVOJl<l'to. KaI. Vo.UJlclXrov KaI. 
vOJl08etrov, VUVI. Oe AeuKOAA.wV 'te KaI. <l>o.uptKicov KaI. AeuKavtrov 
'trov Jlo.Ko.ptroV. 'EJlOI. JlEv etT) Jlillov ÖVOJl<l MiJlvepJlO<;. 

IS (8 G-P; 50 S-K) 
Solinus 40.6 (Col/ectanea rerum memorabilium rec. Th. Mornrnsen [Berlin 
18952] p. 167). 

ingenia Asiatica inclita per gentes fuere. poetae Anacreon inde Mimner
mus et Antimachus (T 11 Wyss), deinde Hipponax (T 66 Degani), 
deinde Alcaeus, inter quos etiam Sappho mulier. 

16 (15 G-P) 
Janus Lascaris Ep. 20 (Epigrammi Greci ed. A. Meschini [Padova 1976] 
p. 49) 

Jlktpov MtJlvfpJlou KaI. Bo.'t'ttclÖOu 'to 'tep1tVOV 
O"Ö'tOt liveu Jlktprov f,(}'tt Jl<leetV rnfwv. 

d 0' OAt-YOt<; eA.eyOt<; cs1truoet<;, o.Kixmo. OtroKEt<; · 
t~ 1tp6tepo<; ßatvet, 1tMe 1tOCSI.V 0' etepo<;. 

17 (16 G-P; 100 S-K) 
Petrus Alcyonius, Medices legatus sive de exilio I 
P etri Alcyonii M edices legatus sive de exilio libri duo .. . cum praejatione J o. 
Burchardi M enckenii et indice copioso (Analecta de calamitate litteratorum), 
Lipsiae 1707. p. 69. 

Audiebam etiam puer ex Demetrio Chalcondyla, Graecarum rerum 
peritissimo, sacerdotes Graecos tanta floruisse auctoritate apud Caesares 
Byzantinos, ut integra, illorum gratia, complura de veteribus Graecis 
poemata combusserint inprimisque ea ubi amores, turpes lusus et nequitiae 
amantium continebantur, atque ita Menandri, Diphili, Apollodori, 
Philemonis, Alexis fabellas, et Sapphus, Erinnae, Anacreontis, Mimnermi, 
Bionis, Alcmanis, Alcaei carmina intercidisse. 
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18 (17 G-P; 49 S-K) 
Ps.-Censorinus, De musica. Gramm. Lat. ree. H. Keil VI, 607-08. 

Priorest musica inventione metriea. Cum sint enim antiquissimi poetarum 
Homerus, Hesiodus, Pisander, hos secuti elegiarii Callinus (T 4 G-P), 
Mimnermus . . . 

19 (18 G-P; 55 S-K) 
Seholia Bobiensia in Cic. pro. Archia 25 (Hildebrandt, p. 164) = Aristot. F 
676 Rose. 

Primus autem videtur elegiaeum earmen scripsisse Callinos (T 3 G-P). 
Adicit Aristoteles praeterea hoc genus poetas Antimaehum Colofonium 
(T 10 Wyss), Arehilochum Parium, Mimnermum Colofonium, quorum 
numero additur etiam Solon ... 

20 (19 G-P; 71 S-K) 
Photius, Biblioth. eod. 239 (Procli Chrestomathia), 24-27, p. 319b, 6-14. 
A. Severyns, Recherehes sur la Chrestomathie de Proclus. Le codex 239 de 
Photius 11 (Lic~ge-Paris 1938) p. 38. 

Akyn OE (sc. Proclus) KaI. apl<J'tcikml 'trol ~PCI)t KaU'ivov 'tE 'tov 
'E<poowv (T 14 G-P) KaI. Millvep~v 'tov KoA.o<p<Ovwv, a')..)..,O. Kat 
'tov 'tO'u TllAhpov <l>v..."'tav 'tov Krowv (T 8a Kuehenmüller) Kat 
KaUi/lUXov'tov Bcl't'tou ... 

20A (76, 87 S-K) 
Canones Byzantini, Tab. M, poetae elegiaei. 
O. Kroehnert, Canonesne poetarum scriptorum artificum per antiquitatem 
fuerunt? (Königsberg 1897) p. 6. 

'EA.eyEt01tOlll'tat 0'· KaU'iv~, MiIlVep~~, <l>tA.iJ't~, KaUi/lUXo~. 

Tab. C (Kroehnert, op. cit. p. 13), eod. N. (add. H. Rabe, Rh. Mus. 65 [1910] 
342) 

20B (90 S-K) 
Tzetzes in Lyeophr. Alex. (n, p. 3 Seheer) 
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21 (20 G-P; 51 S-K) 
Marius Plotius Saeerdos, Artes Gramm. III 3 Gramm. Lat. ree. H. Keil IV, 
509-10. 

Auetorem vero huius metri, id est elegiaei, alii Pythagoram, alii Ortugen, 
non nulli Mimnermum dicunt. 

21A (54 S-K) 
Marius Vietorinus, Ars gramm. III. Gramm. Lat. ree. H. Keil VI 107. 

Quod metrum invenisse ferturCallinous Ephesius. Alii vero Arehilochum 
eius auetorem tradiderunt, quidam Colophonium quendam, super quo
rum opinione apud grammatieos magna dissensio est. 

218 (70 S-K) 
Isidorus Hispalensis, Orig. I 39,14-15. 
Isidori Hispalensis . . .Etymologiarum sive Originum libri XX, ree. W.M. 
Linsay, I, 39,14-15. 

Nam quidam eorum Colophonium quendam, quidam Arehilochum 
auetorem atque inventorem volunt. 

22 (21 G-P; 17,67,86 S-K) 
Orio S.v. €ACYO~ = Didymus F 1. 
Orionis Thebani Etymologieon, ed. F.G. Sturzius (1820), eol. 58. 

Didymi.. jragmenta .. . eolleg. et dispos. M. Sehmidt (1854), p. 387. 

EuPetlJv OE 'tot> fAeyeiou oi. !lht 'tov 'ApxtAoxov, oi. OE MtIlVePIlOV, oi. 
OE KaUtvov 1taA..a.lOtepov (T 5 G-P). 

Cf. Etym. Gudianum s.v. €Ae'YO~ (p. 452 De Stefani): 

EupetlJv OE tfl~ fAeyda~ oi. IlEv 'tov 'Apxv.oxov, oi. OE MiIlVepJlO~, oi. 
OE KaMtVOV 1taA..a.lOtepov. 

23 (22 G-P; 7,42,81 S-K) 
Athenaeus 14.620e 

XaWX,tAEroV OE (F 28 Wehrli) ~ 't&t n;ept :I:'t11cJtXopOU KatllEArotÖTl
eTlvai <P1l<ilV oU J.L6vov 'tu 'Üllftpou, aMa Kat 'tu 'HcJtoöou Kat 
'ApxtAOxOU (T 32 Tard.), ett OE Mtllvepllou Kat <1>C:OlCUAiöou. 



MIMNERMUS' LIFE 

Date 
Solon of Athens, solar eclipses, and excavations in Turkey all have some

thing to offer on the dating of Mimnermus, but the most reliable guide to his 
date, no less than the date of Archilochus, is Gyges of Lydia.1 

The elegy (v..qEla) which Pausanias (9.29.4 = F 14) says that Mimnermus 
composed on 'the battle' (-rf1V llaX1lv) between the Smymaeans and Lydians 
under Gyges is to be identified with the work which a commentator on 
Antimachus calls Smyrneis, for the couplet which he quotes from this Smyrneis 
(F 13) refers to a king and his men on the field of battle, and the title implies 
a Smymaean focus. The distinct title, the surviving couplet, which emails 
oratio recta, and Pausanias' testimony to an ornate proem in which two gen
erations of the Muses were named, all suggest that the Smyrneis was a com
paratively lengthy, narrative elegy. As such, it cannot have been the source of 
F 15, which celebrates a hero who routed Lydian cavalry in the plain of the 
Hermus river, for that fragment is too personal and concise to have come from 
an expansive battle poem.2 But the e1egy ofwhich F 15 is part and the Smyrneis 
both had to do with the same battle. The hero will have been a Smymaean, 
since the valley of the Hermus was the natural place for Smymaeans to resist 
advancing Lydians (see MAP, p. 79), and the cavalry will have been Gyges' 
cavalry, since the Smymaeans' stand ag,ünst Gyges was their only memorable 
stand against any of the Lydian kings.3 

1 On the chronology of the Lydian kings, see Kaletsch 1958; for the importance of 
Gyges in dating Archiloctms, see F. Jacoby, 'The Date of Archilochus,' CQ 35 (1941) 97 ff. 

2 My assumption that Mimnermus speaks in F 15 in propria persona will probably 
strike some readers as somewhat rash, or at least a bit quaint. Let me note in passing, 
therefore, that I am weil aware of the risks which accompany biographical interpretations of 
fragmentary Greek poetry; cf., of course, Dover 1963, 203 f. and 211 f., and, for a gloomy 
assessment of the value of seeming references to self and kin in Mimnermus' fragments, see 
Tsagarakis 1977,26 ff. But an overly cautious approach in one case may be just as unsat
isfactory as an overly credulous one in another; for full and balanced discussion, with special 
reference to the practices of A1caeus, Alcman, and Archilochus, see W. Rösler, 'Persona reale 
o persona poetica? L'interpretazione deli' 'io' nella lirica greca arcaica,' QUCC n.s. 19 (1985) 
131 ff. If Mimnermus is not speaking in propria persona in F 15, the speaker will have to 
be identified as a character in a narrative poem of sufficient size and scope to contain direct 
discourse. Whatever might have been the subject of such a poem, it obviously could not have 
been the battle by the river, which the speaker recalls tangentially in a dozen or so lines. 

3 Rhianus may have referred to it in his Messeniaka, since Pausanias (whose source for 
Messenian history made use of !hat third century epic) teils how Aristomenes and Theoclus 
lried to inspire courage in the Messenians during the defence of Ira by recalling the 
Smymaeans' bravery in expelling Gyges from their city: Kat Lf.l.upvairov 'tU 'tOAI.tTU.t.a'ta 


