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Preface

The present monograph is a slightly revised version of my thesis, which was 
submitted in 2009 to the University of Gloucestershire for the degree of Ph.D. 
More people than can be mentioned here have contributed to my research by 
providing academic insight, support, inspiration, or encouragement. I owe a 
special dept of gratitude to my supervisors, Professor Andrew T. Lincoln and 
Dr. Angus Paddison. I am particularly thankful that, at a time when professional 
and family responsibilities overwhelmed me and made me question the very 
rationale for pursuing my research interests, they found the appropriate words 
of encouragement to help me carry on this project. So many of their ideas on the 
Fourth Gospel have enriched my understanding of it. Their gracious guidance 
and insightful suggestions have rendered this thesis better than it could have 
ever been without them. I would also like to express my gratitude to the editor 
of this series, Professor Dr. Jörg Frey, for accepting this thesis for publication, 
and to Dr. Henning Ziebritzki and his wonderful editorial staff for their able 
assistance. As I worked on the monograph in preparation for publication, I also 
received the support of Rev. Robert Fossett, a dear friend who accepted to read 
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parents, Jean and Janine Farelly, for their constant encouragement throughout 
����
���������������
������
���	����������
������	���
�	�

Two dear friends deserve to be mentioned here as well. Alexander  Bukovietski 
and Rodrigo de Sousa have accompanied me with their friendship during most 
of my theological and biblical training. Throughout our numerous conversa-
tions, their ideas and faith have impacted me more than they will ever know.  
I am so fortunate to count them as my friends.

Last, but by no means least, my deepest appreciation goes to my wife  Alison. 
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encouragement in the past several years, even when so much of my time was 
spent physically or emotionally away from them. It is with love and gratitude 
that I dedicate this monograph to them.

Margny-lès-Compiègne, September 2010 Nicolas Farelly
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