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Preface

This volume contains eight originally independent essays on the Acts of
the Apostles that I have written in the past decade and a half. Some of the
articles have appeared in one form or another in English before (Chapters
1, 2, 4 and 5). Two chapters have been translated from Dutch (Chapters 3
and 6). Each of these studies has been updated, expanded and, where nec-
essary, revised. Chapters 7 and 8 appear here for the first time. Together
these essays deal with text-critical, exegetical and biblical-theological is-
sues surrounding the opening chapters of Acts in the wider context of first-
century Christianity and its Jewish and Graeco-Roman Umwelt. They are
representative of the journey I have undertaken in the critical study of the
Book of Acts.

I am grateful for the support I received from a number of people. Thanks
are due to my colleagues and students of VU University Amsterdam and
Christelijke Hogeschool Ede, as well as members of the Amsterdam Center
for New Testament Studies and other professional research groups both in
the Netherlands and abroad. With all of them I had ample opportunity over
the years to discuss much of the material contained in this book.

I also wish to express my deep appreciation to Prof. Dr. Henning
Ziebritzki of Mohr Siebeck Publishing House and Prof. Dr. Jorg Frey and
his team for once again accepting a work of mine for publication in the
Wissenschaftliche Untersuchungen zum Neuen Testament. Needless to say
my thanks extends to the editorial staff of Mohr Siebeck, especially to Tanja
Mix, for her keen eye for detail.

As always, the constant support and encouragement of my wife, Cisca,
and our children, Elze and Joél, during the many hours of research mapav
T oOUATL, AnmdV 8¢ T@ TveLpatt, have in no small measure made possible
the completion of this volume.

Veenendaal, September 2010 Arie W. Zwiep
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Introduction

In the course of the last two or three decades the critical study of the Book
of Acts has received new impetus. Some long-awaited specialist commen-
taries were published, new interpretative tools and methods were developed,
old debates re-opened and new perspectives presented.! Although it is no
longer true that the study of Luke-Acts is “a Storm Center in Contemporary
Scholarship”, as the Dutch New Testament scholar W.C. van Unnik put it
once in a much-too-often-quoted statement,” the Book of Acts still receives
much scholarly attention, as is evident from the large number of commenta-
ries that have been published in recent years and the ever-increasing amount
of scholarly articles, doctoral dissertations and monographs on Luke’s sec-
ond book.? The digital revolution has forever changed and complicated the

! For the status quaestionis of Acts scholarship, we have now the fully updated version
of Frangois Bovon’s classic: F. Bovon, Luc le théologien (MoBi 5; Geneva: Labor et Fides,
[1978] 32006). See also W.W. Gasque, A History of the Interpretation of the Acts of the
Apostles (Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson, [1975] 1989), and the brief surveys in: C.H. Talbert,
Reading Luke-Acts in Its Mediterranean Milieu (NT.S 107; Leiden, Boston: Brill, 2003)
1-14; T. Penner, “Madness in the Method? The Acts of the Apostles in Current Study”, CBR
2.2 (2004) 223-293.

2W.C. van Unnik, “Luke-Acts. A Storm Center in Contemporary Scholarship”, in: L.E.
Keck, J.L. Martyn (eds.), Studies in Luke-Acts (London: SPCK, 1966; Philadelphia: Fortress,
1980) 15-32.

* Among the most important commentaries on Acts since 1997 are: F.S. Spencer,
Acts (Sheffield: Sheffield Academic, 1997); C.H. Talbert, Reading Acts. A Literary and
Theological Commentary on the Acts of the Apostles (RNT; New York: Crossroad, 1997); C.K.
Barrett, A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Acts of the Apostles 2. Introduction
and Commentary on Acts XV-XXVIII (ICC; Edinburgh: T&T Clark, 1998); J.A. Fitzmyer,
The Acts of the Apostles. A New Translation with Introduction and Commentary (AncB
31; New York: Doubleday, 1998); J. Jervell, Die Apostelgeschichte iibersetzt und erkldrt
(KEK III'"; Géttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1998); PW. Walaskay, Acts (Westminster
Bible Companion; Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 1998); B. Witherington, The Acts
of the Apostles. A Socio-Rhetorical Commentary (Grand Rapids, Cambridge: Eerdmans,
1998); W. Eckey, Die Apostelgeschichte. Der Weg des Evangeliums von Jerusalem nach
Rom (Neukirchen-Vluyn: Neukirchener Verlag, 2000) 2 Bde.; J. Taylor, Les Actes des deux
Apétres (EtB; Paris: Librairie Lecoffre, J. Gabalda, 2000) 3 vols.; C.K. Barrett, The Acts
of the Apostles. A Shorter Commentary (Edinburgh, New York: T&T Clark, 2002); J. van
Eck, Handelingen. De wereld in het geding (CNT derde serie; Kampen: Kok, 2003); B.
Gaventa, The Acts of the Apostles (ANTC; Nashville, Tenn.: Abingdon, 2003); J. Pelikan,
Acts (BThCB; Grand Rapids: Brazos, 2005) [see my review in: JRTh 1.3 (2007) 358-359];



2 Introduction

way we approach Acts on every level: textual, linguistic, historical, exegeti-
cal, theological, hermeneutical.* In fact, the contemporary biblical scholar’s
problem is not so much a lack of information or a supposed scarcity of data,
but rather the opposite: there is an overflow of information now that almost
all relevant sources, both ancient and modern, are easily accessible in digit-
al form through the Thesaurus Linguae Graecae, Brepols’ Library of Latin
Texts, BibleWorks and other databases. More than ever, making decisions
on what is relevant and what is not, is an essential quality of a competent
biblical scholar.

The start of my own scholarly work on the Acts of the Apostles dates
from the early nineties of the last century, when I was writing my Durham
doctoral dissertation on the ascension and exaltation of Jesus in Lukan
Christology.’ Since then, I have continued to focus my research on the Acts
of the Apostles, in particular (to the surprise of some) on the very opening
chapters of the book.

In “The Text of the Ascension Narratives” (Chapter 1) I explore the tex-
tual status of the ascension narratives in Luke 24 and Acts 1.¢ In it I under-
take a comparative analysis of the standard (“Alexandrian”) text-tradition
and the “Western” text-tradition (both so called in want of better terms)
and focus especially on the theory advanced by Mikeal Parsons and Bart
Ehrman that the longer readings of Luke 24:51, containing the words kol
avepépeto eig TOv ovpavov “and he was carried up into heaven”, and 52,
reading tpookvvnoaviec avtov “they worshipped him”, attested in P75, the

D.L. Bock, Acts (BECNT; Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2007); D. Marguerat, Les Actes
des apotres (1-12) (CNT 5a; Geneva: Labor et Fides, 2007); M.C. Parsons, Acts (Paideia
Commentaries NT; Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2008); R.1. Pervo, Acts. A Commentary
(Hermeneia; Minneapolis: Fortress, 2009); D. Peterson, The Acts of the Apostles (PiINTC;
Grand Rapids, Cambridge: Eerdmans; Nottingham: Apollos, 2009).

4 The study of Luke(-Acts) is now greatly helped by the study of A. Denaux, R. Corstjens,
in collaboration with H. Mardaga, The Vocabulary of Luke. An Alphabetical Presentation
and a Survey of Characteristic and Noteworthy Words and Word Groups in Luke’s Gospel
(BiTSt 10; Leuven: Peeters, 2009). Unfortunately, this excellent tool is more helpful for the
study of the gospel than for Acts. Hapax legomena (words and word groups) in Acts, e.g.,
cannot be found with this otherwise fine tool. Its use would be greatly enhanced if it were
made accessible as an electronic database.

> My doctoral dissertation was entitled “The Ascension of the Messiah. An Inquiry into
the Ascension and Exaltation of Jesus in Lukan Christology”, and was accepted by the
University of Durham (UK) in July 1996. It was subsequently published as A.W. Zwiep, The
Ascension of the Messiah in Lukan Christology (NT.S 87; Leiden, New York, Kéln: Brill,
1997). The earliest reviewers include: R. Morgan, £7 108.4 (January 1998) 117; R.K. Mclver,
RBL 06/1998; F.S. Spencer, CBQ 60 (1998) 784-785; H. Klein, ThLZ 123 (1998) 751-753;
PW. van der Horst, NedThT 53 (1998) 249-250; anon., RBB 1998, 530-531; E. Franklin,
JThS 50 (1999) 230-236.

¢ At the beginning of each chapter I provide the relevant bibliographical details of the
original publications and/or their provenance.
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oldest known copy of the Gospel of Luke, are the result of a tendency on the
part of this early scribe, who supposedly added these words for theological
reasons.” Although 1 surely appreciate their concern for taking seriously
the impact of theological tendencies on the text of the New Testament, I do
not think their thesis works for the particular passages under consideration.
Although one and a half decade after the publication of the original article
I still feel a certain Entdeckerfreude about my findings, I realize now more
than ever that textual criticism has turned into a highly specialized science
that few of us are able to keep up with. The aforementioned digital revo-
lution has caused a dramatic transformation in the scholarly treatment of
texts and manuscripts, the effects of which can hardly be exaggerated.® Still,
looking with hindsight, I believe my conclusions are sound.

While my research into the text of the ascension narratives helped me
to pave the way for my doctoral dissertation, “Assumptus est in caelum”
(Chapter 2) was a follow-up article. Based on a lecture that [ was privileged
to deliver in Tibingen in September 1999, I had the opportunity to present
my theses on Luke’s understanding of the resurrection-exaltation-ascension
complex in the light of early Jewish traditions and share my conclusions
with distinguished scholars working in the same area as I was.’ I still feel a
sense of pride for having had this opportunity.'

The next three chapters of the volume represent the next stage in my
study of Acts. In 2004 I published my second scholarly monograph, entitled
Judas and the Choice of Matthias, which focused on the Judas-Matthias per-
icope in Acts 1:15-26.!! In “The Mysterious Death(s) of Judas” (Chapter 3) I

"M.C. Parsons, “A Christological Tendency in P7”, JBL 105 (1986) 463—479; repr. in:
idem, The Departure of Jesus in Luke-Acts. The Ascension Narratives in Context (JSNT.S
21; Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1987) 29-52; B.D. Ehrman, The Orthodox Corruption of Scripture.
The Effect of Early Christological Controversies on the Text of the New Testament (New
York, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1993) 227-233.

8 See on this D.C. Parker, An Introduction to the New Testament Manuscripts and Their
Texts (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2008) 1-2.

° The various contributions to this symposium have been published in: F. Avemarie, H.
Lichtenberger (eds.), Auferstehung — Resurrection. The Fourth Durham-Tiibingen Research
Symposium. Resurrection, Transfiguration and Exaltation in Old Testament, Ancient Judaism
and Early Christianity (Tiibingen, September 1999) (WUNT 135; Tiibingen: Mohr Siebeck,
2001).

1© My other relevant publications in this area include: A.-W. Zwiep, “Hemelvaart, opname
en verhoging” (1997), in: idem, Jezus en het heil van Israéls God. Verkenningen in het
Nieuwe Testament (EvangTh; Zoetermeer: Boekencentrum, 2003) 52—67; idem, “Hemelvaart,
ten hemel varen, opgenomen worden”, in: A. Noordegraaf et al. (eds.), Woordenboek voor
bijbellezers (Zoetermeer: Boekencentrum, 2005) 272-278; idem, “Ascension”, in: K.D.
Sakenfeld et al. (eds.), The New Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible (Nashville, Tenn.:
Abingdon, 2006) 1:290-291.

W AW. Zwiep, Judas and the Choice of Matthias. A Study on Context and Concern of
Acts 1:15-26 (WUNT 2. Reihe 187; Tiibingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2004). Reviews include: C.
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discuss the intriguing phenomenon of the various death reports about Judas
Iscariot, which reminds one of the proverbial cat with nine lives. Closely
related to this is the article on “Judas and the Jews” (Chapter 4), which owes
its origin to a sermon by a Dutch minister that evoked great public indig-
nation, even to the point of legal action for its alleged anti-Semitic stance.
In this sermon, Judas was taken as an example of how bad “the Jew in us”
was. In this responsive article the sad role of the Judas figure in the his-
tory of anti-Semitism is described and evaluated from a critical, historical
and hermeneutical perspective. If it proves anything, it is that the study of
Wirkungsgeschichte is indispensible for historico-critical exegesis.!?

While the first four chapters of this volume are concerned with the first
chapter of Acts, “Luke’s Understanding of Baptism in the Holy Spirit”
(Chapter 5) marks the transition from my studies centred around the open-
ing chapter of Acts to the second chapter of Acts, which in a way is the real
take-off of the story. In this chapter I try to delineate Luke’s understanding
of baptism in the Holy Spirit in particular response to the work of Robert
Menzies and other Pentecostal biblical scholars.”

The next chapter, entitled “Church Between Ideal and Reality” (Chapter
6), is about Lukan ecclesiology, Luke’s vision of and for the church. In
it, I try to discover what Luke’s conception of the church is in particular
response to the old thesis that Acts is an example of “early Catholicism”
and a forerunner of the institutionalization of the Christian church, a the-
sis that was once popular in predominantly German scholarship.'* T argue

Bernas, RStR 31.1-2 (2005) 90; G. van den Brink, Soteria 22.4 (2005) 88-90; Chr. Grappe,
RHPhR 85 (2005) 454—455; A. Noordegraaf, ThRef 48 (2005) 85-86; H.K. Bond, JSNT 28
(2006) 61-62; B.J. Oropeza, BBR 17.2 (2007) 324-344; L.C.A. Alexander, RBL 04/2007; W.
Reinbold, ThLZ 132 (2007) 173—174; J. Schroter, ThR 3 (2008) 303; Chr. Stenschke, JOETh
22 (2008) 69.

12Tt was only after the completion of my Judas book that the media spectacle around the
“discovery” of the Gospel of Judas broke out, an event, of course, that I could not have fore-
seen at the time. One of the reviewers of my book thought that “Arie Zwiep must be kicking
himself” [L.C.A. Alexander, “Review of A.W. Zwiep, Judas and the Choice of Matthias
(2004)”, in: RBL 04/2007], but honesty admits to say that I felt a certain relief that I had
finished my book before the Gospel of Judas made its public re-entry and thus had suffered
no delay. When I was invited to review April DeConick’s challenging book on the Gospel
of Judas [A.D. DeConick, The Thirteenth Apostle. What the Gospel of Judas Really Says
(London, New York: Continuum, 2007); reviewed in: RBL 07/2008], I had as yet the oppor-
tunity to engage with the Gospel of Judas and locate this intriguing and controversial docu-
ment in the context of the early Christian Judas-reception that I had investigated previously.

3 In particular R.P. Menzies, The Development of Early Christian Pneumatology with
Special Reference to Luke-Acts (JSNT.S 54; Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1991); W.W. Menzies,
R.P. Menzies, Spirit and Power. Foundations of Pentecostal Experience (Grand Rapids:
Zondervan, 2000).

' For a brief survey, see R.P. Martin, “Early Catholicism”, in: R.P. Martin, P.H. Davies
(eds.), Dictionary of the Later New Testament and Its Developments (Downers Grove,
Leicester: InterVarsity, 1997) 310-313.
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that Luke thinks of the church as a charismatic community, a thesis which
relates closely to my understanding of Lukan eschatology as developed in
my Ascension of the Messiah" and in Chapter 2 of this volume, and to my
understanding of Luke’s view on the work of the Holy Spirit as described
in Chapter 5.

In “Jesus Made Both Lord and Christ” (Chapter 7) I attempt to under-
stand Acts 2:36 in its Lukan context, that is, as a statement for which the
author of Luke-Acts takes full responsibility. Especially in this text, the gap
between biblical scholars and theologians is manifest. Although there is a
wide measure of agreement in Lukan scholarship that Acts is a historical
(or history-like), literary and theological document, there is a long way to
go from the (unspectacular) recognition that the author of Acts has certain
outspoken convictions concerning God, Christ, the Spirit, the church and
so on to the radical relecture of his work in support of traditional Nicene
doctrine, as e.g. Jaroslav Pelikan in his theological commentary on Acts
would have it.!® Ever since the Arian controversy in the fourth century, Acts
2:36 has drawn the attention of biblical interpreters and theologians. In my
perception, Pelikan’s exegesis of Acts 2:36 is a clear example of how doc-
trine can overrule or even distort exegesis. While there is some ground to
believe that the affirmation that Jesus “was made Lord and Christ” reflects
an early Christology “with a subordinationist undertone”, to put it mildly,
for Pelikan there is no doubt that such a reading is unwarranted in the light
of the doctrine of the Trinity: “All of the constituent elements of the Niceno-
Constantinopolitan Creed about the Trinity were ... already present at one
place or another, more or less inchoately, in the book of Acts”.!” Elsewhere
he writes: “Whatever may have been the creedal form or forms in use dur-
ing the first century ..., the doctrine of the Trinity eventually came to be
seen as the only way to speak about Jesus Christ as the church had always
been doing”.!® Such a strong notion of exclusivity I do not see in the New
Testament writings nor in the early Christian communities. Alternative
Christologies are amply attested even in the canonical writings and emer-
gent (“proto-orthodox”) Christianity. Chapter 7 is my attempt to “let Luke
be Luke”.

In the last chapter of this volume, “Putting Paul in Place with a Trojan
Horse” (Chapter 8), I take up a debate that goes back to the time of F.C. Baur
and the Tiibingen School and try to understand Luke’s special treatment of

15 Zwiep, Ascension 175-185.

1©See A.W. Zwiep, “Review of J. Pelikan, Acts (2005)”, in: JRTh 1.3 (2007) 358-359.
More nuanced and less rigorous, R. Roukema, Jezus, de gnosis en het dogma (Zoetermeer:
Meinema, 2007), seems to move along similar lines, see A.W. Zwiep, “Review of R. Roukema,
Jezus, de gnosis en het dogma (2007)”, in: Radix 34 (2008) 138-141.

17 Pelikan, Acts 57, 188—119; quotation from 119.

18 Pelikan, Acts 84; italics mine.



6 Introduction

Paul from the perspective of tendency criticism. Why does Luke portray
Paul in the way he does? In this chapter the various lines of my research
come together in some sort of synthesis.

Inevitably, there will be some overlap between the various articles in this
volume. Although I revised and updated much of the material, I attempted
to keep to the original argument intact as much as possible and thus could
not always avoid repetition.

A final word about the question of dating the Book of Acts. In this book
I do not interact with the recent attempt to reconsider the common dating
of Acts by Richard Pervo, Joseph Tyson and others. They have forcefully
argued that Acts was written somewhere in the second or third decade of
the second century.’” As far as I can see, their late dating of Acts — in fact, a
return to F.C. Baur and the Tiibingen School although the TZibingers tended
to date the book still later — does not substantially affect the conclusions
of my argument, although I realize that there are immense repercussions
for our understanding of the historical context of first- and second-century
Christianity. Although I am not a convert, I believe their arguments de-
serve to be taken with the utmost seriousness, sine ira et studio, even if this
means that we give up old paradigms and replace them by new ones. As
yet, however, it is difficult to see if their work is just a quiet breeze or the
beginning of a new storm. The debate about the dating of Acts, then, is to
be continued in the coming years.

YR.I. Pervo, Dating Acts. Between the Evangelists and the Apologists (Santa Rosa:
Polebridge, 2006); idem, Acts. A Commentary (Hermeneia; Minneapolis: Fortress, 2009)
5; 1.B. Tyson, Marcion and Luke-Acts. A Defining Struggle (South Carolina: University of
South Carolina, 2006). Pervo argues for a date of Acts around 115 c.E., Tyson for a date
between 120-125 c.k. Tyson, following the work of his teacher John Knox [Marcion and the
New Testament. An Essay in the Early History of the Canon (Chicago: University of Chicago,
1942)], argues that canonical Acts is an immediate response to Marcion. A date of Luke-
Acts “in the middle of the second century” was also defended by J.T. Townsend, “The Date
of Luke-Acts”, in: C.H. Talbert (ed.), Luke-Acts. New Perspectives from the SBL Seminar
(New York: Crossroad, 1984) 47-62.



Chapter 1

The Text of the Ascension Narratives

Luke 24:50-53; Acts 1:1-2, 9-11

1. Introduction

It is by no means an exaggeration to claim that the tendency of modern tex-
tual critics and New Testament exegetes is to regard the long disputed text-
critical issue of Luke’s final pericope (Lk 24:50—53)! as more or less settled
in favour of the authenticity of the so-called “longer (non-Western) text”, i.e.
containing the phrases koi dvepépeto gig Tov ovpavov “and he was carried
up into heaven” in verse 51 and npockvviicavtec avtov “they worshipped
him” in verse 52.2 Typical of the current scholarly consensus is the almost
unanimous adoption of the disputed words by modern Greek text editions,3

"An earlier draft of this chapter has been published in: A.W. Zwiep, “The Text of
The Ascension Narratives (Luke 24.50-3; Acts 1.1-2, 9-117, NTS 42 (1996) 219-244; ©
Cambridge University Press. Reprinted with permission.

2 Above all, the analyses of V. Larrailaga, LAscension de Notre-Seigneur dans le
Nouveau Testament (SPIB 50; Roma: Pontificio Istituto Biblico, 1938) 43-50, 145-213; J.
Jeremias, Die Abendmahlsworte Jesu (Géttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1935, 41967)
138-145, and B.M. Metzger, 4 Textual Commentary on the Greek New Testament (Stuttgart:
Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft, UBS, 1971, 21994) 162—166, have helped to establish a scholarly
consensus. Cf. further P. Benoit, “L’Ascension” (1949); repr. in: idem, Exégése et Théologie
(Paris: Cerf, 1961) 1:393-398; J.M. Guillaume, Luc interpreéte des anciennes traditions sur
la résurrection de Jésus (EtB; Paris: Librairie Lecoffre, J. Gabalda, 1979) 224-248 (both
following Larrafiaga); R.J. Dillon, From Eye-Witnesses to Ministers of the Word. Tradition
and Composition in Luke 24 (AnBib 82; Roma: Pontificio Istituto Biblico, 1978) 182—184.

3NA?27; UBS! (within brackets); UBS** (unbracketed; from a {D} rating, indicating
“a high degree of doubt concerning the reading selected for the text” to a {B} rating, sug-
gesting that “the text is almost certain”). Further: J.B. Orchard (ed.), 4 Synopsis of the
Four Gospels in Greek. Arranged according to the Two-Gospel Hypothesis (Edinburgh:
T&T Clark; Macon, Mass.: Mercer, 1983) 297; Z.C. Hodges, A.L. Farstad, The Greek New
Testament according to the Majority Text (Nashville, Tenn., Camden, New York: Thomas
Nelson, 1982, 21985) 288-289 (= HF);, M.-E. Boismard, A. Lamouille, Synopsis Graece
Quattuor Evangeliorum (Paris, Louvain: Peeters, 1986) 408; The American and British
Committees of the International Greek New Testament Project (ed.), The Gospel according
to St. Luke (The New Testament in Greek 3; Oxford: Clarendon, 1987) 2:255.

The shorter text is read by A. Huck, H. Greeven, Synopse der drei ersten Evangelien. Mit
Beigabe der johanneischen Parallelstellen (Tiibingen: Mohr Siebeck, '*1981) 281.



