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Lexicon of Jewish Names in Late Antiquity: 
Part II: Palestine 200–650

Introduction

Part II of this series is the last volume to be produced. As with the previous volumes, 
its structure follows closely the concept and results of Part I: Palestine 330 BCE–
200 CE. In this Introduction I will only outline the apparent differences between 
this volume and its predecessors, resulting from the fact that it is geographically and 
chronologically different, and thus highlights other aspects of Jewish name-giving 
in Late Antiquity.

Geography (Palestine): In this volume I collect the names of Jews who originate in 
Palestine (west and east of the Jordan), and also Sinai (which for the Romans, for 
part of the period was also part of Provincia Palaestina) and western Syria, which 
(as I explained in vol. 1, Introduction 6.3.1.3, p. 48, and particularly vol. 4, Intro-
duction, p. 1) was in many respects not just very close to Palestine geographically, 
but was also culturally part of the same Jewish society, particularly the Galilean one, 
which became so dominant after the year 200.

Chronology: See vol. 1, p. 1. Since this volume is a direct continuation of vol. 1, the 
date chosen to begin it is the one where Part I ends. The date which ends this vol-
ume, as in Parts III and IV, signifies the end of antiquity, with the conquest of Jew-
ish Palestine by the Arab Muslims. In this entire period Palestine continued under 
Roman rule through its various manifestations (including its conversion to Christi-
anity, its move to Constantinople and the fall of the Western Roman Empire) which 
were characterized by the growing Christianization of Palestine and its population.

Onomasticon: See vol. 1, p. 1.

Prosopography: See vol. 1, pp. 1–2.

Statistics: See vol. 1, p. 2 and especially vol. 3, p. 2. The corpus produced in this 
volume includes 3054 persons, of which only 2107 (69 %) are statistically valid 


