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Preface

Claire Hollevan and Amanda Claridge

This volume was first conceived in 2008 to provide a comprehensive and
authoritative guide to current research on the development of the city of
Rome from its legendary foundations as a settlement on the banks of the
Tiber down to late antiquity. Fresh discoveries and innovative approaches
have in recent years transformed our traditional picture of the city of Rome,
and the intention was to produce a one-volume overview of new develop-
ments in the field, integrating the latest archaeological, topographical, and
historical evidence to address aspects of the physical structure of the city and
the lives of its inhabitants. It is aimed at undergraduate and postgraduate
students, but is also intended to be appealing and accessible to general
readers.

The volume is divided into ten thematic sections and all chapters are
carefully focused on the city of Rome. The opening section discusses the
source material available for the study of Rome, with leading experts in their
fields addressing approaches to the archacological, written, epigraphic, and
numismatic material. Readers are also introduced to the marble plans of the
city, and an essay tracing the history of Rome places the rest of the chapters
into their wider historical context. The remaining sections all deal with a
different aspect of the city, with original essays exploring central issues such
as Rome’s evolving urban landscape and fabric, the size and composition of
the population, the development of urban infrastructure, the experiences of
living and dying in the city, the local economy, civic life, including religion,
law, entertainment, and politics, and the staging and commemoration of the
local Roman triumph. A final series of essays examine the changing reception
of ancient Rome from antiquity through to the present day. Extensive
cross-referencing between chapters is intended to encourage readers to note
the connections between different topics, and a guide to further reading is
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provided at the end of each chapter to enable further exploration of key
issues in more depth.

This volume has been a long time in the making, and the editors would
like to thank all the contributors for their heroic patience, especially those
who initially submitted their chapters some years ago; your continued under-
standing and good humor throughout has been much appreciated. It is with
great regret that we note Brian A. Curran, who generously contributed a
chapter on the “discovery” of ancient Rome in the Renaissance, sadly passed
away before the companion went to press. Finally, we would also like to
thank the editorial team at Wiley-Blackwell, and Clare Berrisford, a student
intern at the University of Exeter, who provided invaluable help with copy-
editing and proof-reading.
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